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CEKtRAL PAX CEA/re ft 



This listing of clasps will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in this 



application. 



Listing of Claims: 



(Currently Amended): 



operating i 



Claim 1 
program from a server via 
be attached, the method 

transmitting an 
network to the server before 

judging whether th 
transmitting a result o 

executing the 
and installed on the user s] 
the program; and 

after receiving 
th e program on the user 



A program supply method for transmitting a 
a network to a user system to which one or more expansion units may 
(x^jmprising: 

environment of the user system from the user system via the 
supplying the program; 
3 program is operable or not in the operating environment, and 
f the judgment from the server via the network to the user system; 

on the user system after the program is supplied from the server 
system to thereby confirm proper operation of each expansion unit by 



: program 



Claim 2 (Previo 1 
further comprising 
not in the operating 



Claim 3 (Previously 
further comprising transmitting 
the server when the 



confirmation at the server of proper operation of each expansion unit of 
,, requesting payment for the program. 



system, 



usly 



Presented): The program supply method as set forth in claim 1, 
displaying the result of the judgment as to whether the program is operable or 
environment of the user system. 



Presented): The program supply method as set forth in claim 1 , 
an order for the program from the user system via the network to 
is judged to be operable. 



i program 



Claim 4 (Previously Presented): The program supply method set forth in claim 1 , 
further comprising: 
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program 



generating a 
transmitting the 
selecting a program 



list made up of programs which can be supplied from the server; 
program list from the server via the network to the user system; and 
from the program list. 



Claim 6 (Previous: 
further comprising storing 
when the program is judgeB 



Claim 5 (Previously Presented): The program supply method as set forth in claim 1 
further comprising: 

generating by the 
operating environment 
transmitting the 
selecting aprograuA 



s srver a program list made up of programs which can be operated in the 
user system; 

list from the server via the network to the user system; and 
from the program list. 



;offlie 



program 



ly Presented): The program supply method set forth in claim 1, 
the result of the judgment as data of the user system in the server 
to be inoperable. 



Claim 7 (Previously Presented): The program supply method set forth in claim 1, 
further comprising expanding functions of the user system in which a program supplied from the 
server via the network to tl le user system is installed. 



Claim 8 (Currently 
receiving by a 
one or more expansion 



Amended) : A program supply method, comprising: 
an order for a program via a network from a user system to which 
unites may be attached ; 



server 



transmitting a 
executing, in the 
operation of each expansion 



user j 



requesting by the 
operation of each expansictn 



program in response to the order via the network to the user system; 
system, the transmitted program to thereby confirm proper 
unit bv the program; and 



server payment for the program after receiving confirmation of proper 
unit of the - program - in the user system. 
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Claim 9 (Previously Presented) 
further comprising request ing 
environment via the network. 



The program supply method set forth in claim 8, 
generating by the server a program list made up of programs which are 

and which can be provided by the server, and providing the program 
ihser system. 



Claim 10 (Previously Presented): 
further comprising 
operable in the user system 
list via the network to the 



Claim 1 1 
further comprising 



dated November 16, 2007 



The program supply method set forth in claim 8, 
the user system by the server to inform the server of an operating 



(Previously Presented): The program supply method set forth in claim 8, 
storing by the server of an operating environment of the user system. 



Claim 12 (Currently Amended): A program supply system which supplies programs 
from a server via a network to a user system to which one or more expansion units may be 
attached. 

wherein: 

said user system includes operating environment judging means for judging an operating 
environment of the user sy stem, and before having a program supplied, transmits the judged 
operating environment via the network to the server, 

said server includes operation judging means forjudging whether the program is operable 
or not in the received operating environment, and transmits a result of the judgment as to 
whether the program is op< arable or not via the network to the user system, 

said user system executes the program after the program is supplied from the server and 
installed on the user systeri to thereby confirm proper operation of each expan sion unit bv the 
program, and 

if said server receives confirmation of proper operation of each expansion unit of fee 
program on the user system., said server requests payment therefor from said user system. 



Presented): The program supply system set forth in claim 12, 



Claim 1 3 (Previously 
wherein said user system includes 
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operation input means to be operated by a user; and 
display means for displaying data, 

said user system is activated in response to operation on the operation input means, and 
tbe user system transmits ihe operating environment judged by the operation environment 
judging means via the net* ^ork to the server, and displays the result of the judgment given by the 
operation judging means cf the server on the display means. 

Claim 14 (Previously Presented): The program supply system set forth in claim 12, 
wherein said user system orders the program to the server when the result of the judgment 
received from the server indicates that the program is operable. 



Claim 15 (Originalj) 
server further includes 



storing 



Claim 16 (Original]) 
system expands it$ 
installed. 



; The program supply system set forth in claim 12, wherein said 
means for storing data of the user system. 



The program supply system set forth in claim 12 ? wherein said user 
functiohs when a program supplied via the network from the server is 



Claim 17 (Originalp: The program supply system set forth in claim 12, wherein said user 



computer, a portable terminal, and a complex digital image foxxning 



system is any of a persona 
apparatus. j 



Claim 1 8 (Previously Presented): The program supply system set forth in claim 13, 
wherein: 

said server further includes list generating means for generating a program list made up 
of programs which can be supplied to the user system, and transmits the program list via the 
network to the user system, and 

said user system di jplays the program list on the display means, and selects a program 
from the program list acco rding to operation on the operation input means. 
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Claim 19 (Previously Presented): Hie program supply system set forth in claim 13, 
wherein: 

said server further includes list generating means for generating a program list made up 
of programs which are operable in the operating environment of the user system, and transmits 
the program list via the nei work to the user system, and 

said user system di splays the program list on the display means and selects a program 
from the program list according to operation on the operation input means, 



iously 



Claim 20 (Previ 
wherein said server stores 
program is judged to be inbperable 



Presented): The program supply system set forth in claim 1 5, 
the result of the judgment by the operation judging means when the 



Claim 21 (Currently Amended): A program supply system which supplies programs 
from a server via a network to a user system to which one or more expansion units may be 
attached, 

wherein: 

said user system inbludes: 

operating environment judging means forjudging an operating environment of the user 
system; and 

user-side communijcation means for transmitting data to and receiving data from the 
server via the network, 

said server includes: 

server-side communication means for transmitting data to and receiving data from the 
user system via the netwoik; and 

operation judging means for judging whether a program can be operated or not in the 
operating environment of the user system received via the server-side communication means; 
and further wherein 

said user system isjoperable to execute the program after the program is supplied from 



the server and installed on 
unit by the program, and 



the user system to thereby confirm proper operation of each expansion 
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upon said server 
the user system th e program 



rentl|y 



Claim 22 (Cuix< 
program in response to an 
expansion units may be attached 



server-side 
unit by the program in the 

accounting means 
program- 



Amended): A program supply system which transmits a 
order received via a network from a user syste m, to which one or more 
a to the user system via the network, the system comprising: 
operation judging means for confirming an operation state of each expansion 



user system; and 

1 or asking a user to pay for the program after a first execution of the 



user : 



Claim 23 (Currently Amended) 

transmitting by a 
order for a program via a 

receiving the 

executing the 
program thereof : and 

transmitting a 
allow the server to confinr 
th e program . 



Claim 24 (Currently Amended) 
more expansion units 



comprising: 

user-side operation judging 
confirming proper operation 

operation 
judging means executing 
confirmation to the server 
expansion unit th e program , 



confirmation of the proper operation of each expansion unit of 
, said server requests said user system for payment for the program. 



A program receiving method, comprising: 
syste m, to which one or more expansion units may be attached, an 
rjetwork to a server, 
program in response to the order from the server via the network; 

to thereby confirm proper operation of each expansion unit b v the 



i program 



notification of operation confirmation via the network to the server so as to 
the proper operation state of each expansion unit of the user system 



A program receiving apparatu s, to which one or 
may [be attached, for receiving a program from a server via a network, 



means for executing the received program, thereby 
of each expansion unit by the program; and 
confirmation notification transmitting means for, upon the user-side operation 
received program, transmitting a notification of operation 
so as to allow the server to confirm the proper operation state of each 
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y Amended): A program transmitting receiving system, 



Claim 25 (Current}; 
comprising: 

a program supply system comprising: 

server- side operation judging means for confirming an operation state of the 
program in a [[the]] user system to which one or more expansion units may be attached ; and 

accounting aieans for asking a user to pay for the program after confirming the 
operation of each expansion unit by the program; 



a program receiving apparatus comprising: 

user-side operation judging means for executing the program, thereby confirming 
proper operation of each expansion unit of the user system th e program ; and 



operation confirmation notification transmitting means for, upon executing the 
program, transmitting a notification of operation confirmation to the server so as to allow the 
server to confirm the proper operation state of each expansion unit of the user system the 
program ; and 

wherein the progran supply system and the program receiving apparatus are connected to 
each other via a network. 

Claim 26 (Original ): A computer-readable recording medium having a program for 
executing the program receiving method of claim 1 recorded thereon. 



Claim 27 (Originali) 
executing the program 



A computer-readable recording medium having a program for 
method of claim 23 recorded thereon. 



receiving 



Claim 28 (Cuirentljy Amended): The program supply method of claim 1, further 
comprising: 

sending a confirmation to the server if the proper operation of the program is confirmed 
by the executing. 
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Claim 29 (Qirrentljy Amended) 
said user system is further 
th e program is confirmed 



The program supply system of claim 12, wherein 
operable to send a confirmation to the server if the proper operation ef 
by the execution- 



Claim 30 (Cuirenl 
said user system is further 
th e program is confirmed 



tlly Amended): The program supply system of claim 21, wherein 
operable to send a confirmation to the server if the proper operation ef 
the execution. 



by1 



Claim 3 1 (Currentl y Amended): A method performed by a user syste m, to which one 
or more expansion units may be attached, to obtain a program from a server, comprising: 



sending to the serv sr operating environment data of the user system; 
receiving from the server a list of programs that is generated based on the operating 
environment data; 

sending to the server a request for one of the programs selected from the list; 
receiving the selected program from the server; 
installing the received program, 
executing the insta led program to confirm proper [[its]] operation of each expansion unit 
by the program; and 

sending to the servfer a notification regarding the confirmation of operation. 



Claim 32 

receiving a request 
notification. 



(Previously Presented): The method of claim 3 1 , further comprising: 
for payment for the program from the server after the sending of 



Claim 33 (Currenl 
to an image formation 
method comprising: 

sending to the 
including which expansion 



i servfer 



Ltly Amended): A program supply method for supplying programs 
apparatus to which one or more expansion units may be attached, the 



operating environment data of the image formation apparatus 
units are attached thereto; 
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receiving from the server a list of programs that is generated based on the operating 
environment data; 

sending to the server a request for one of the programs selected from the list; 
receiving the selected program from the server; 
installing the received program; 

led program to confirm proper operation of the each expansion unit by 
the program in an operating environment of the image formation apparatus; 

sending to the server a notification regarding the confirmation of proper operation; and 
for payment for the program from the server after the sending of 



receiving a request 
notification. 



-10- 



PAGE 12/14 1 RCVD AT 1/1612008 7:25:49 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0£FXRF-6/1 * DNISOTOO * CSiD:703 816 4100 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-20 



